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Preface

It is often suggested that in international commercial arbitration conflict of 
laws rules are not as relevant as in state court proceedings; at times, com-
mentators have even suggested that resort to arbitration is due to the parties 
intention to avoid a conflict of laws approach altogether, since arbitral tri-
bunals do not apply conflict of laws rules. As recent case law from a number 
of jurisdictions shows, this is not the case. This book addresses some of the 
most important conflict of laws problems that may arise in connection to 
the various stages of arbitral proceedings.

This volume contains the papers presented at a conference on “Conflict 
of Laws in International Commercial Arbitration” held at Verona Univer-
sity School of Law in March 2010.

First and foremost, we wish to thank all the contributors for their will-
ingness to take the trip to Verona, deliver their speeches and submit their 
papers. We also want to thank Dr. Francesca Ragno, a scholar in her own 
right, for assisting the editors in organizing the Verona conference. The 
conference was generously sponsored by NCTM Studio Legale Associato; 
we are very grateful for this support without which neither the conference 
nor this book would have been possible.
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